TOWN OF MANY

April 17, 2018
Regular Session
The Mayor and Aldermen of the Town of Many met in regular session, Tuesday, April 17, 2018, at 5:15 p.m. at Town Hall.  Present were Mayor Ken Freeman, Mayor Pro-Tem Barbara Peterson; Council Members Gay Corley, Bobbie Jackson, James Kennedy and Anita Darwin.   Also present were Town Clerk Amie Brown, Police Chief Roger Freeman, Asst. Police Chief DeWayne Brumley, Officer Carla Nicks and Street Supervisor Bobby Hughes.
Mayor Ken Freeman called the meeting to order.  Prayer was offered by James Kennedy, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Freeman.
Minutes:  Minutes for March 20, 2018 Regular session meeting was approved as written with a motion by Gay Corley; seconded by Bobbie Jackson.  Vote unanimous.                   
Amend Agenda:  Motion was made from Gay Corley to add discussion about the Christmas committee; seconded by Jackson.  Vote unanimous.  Item added as #8A under new business.
Open to Public Comments relating to items on agenda:  None
Guest(s):   Mary Brocato, Chairperson of the Many Cultural District Advisory Committee
Old Business:  
1.    Trash Bash – Get Off Your Fanny and Clean Up Many Spring Cleaning – March 24th:  

Mr. Freeman stated that he noticed most of the trash he picked up during the trash bash was from fast food restaurants.  He has advised staff to take the little trash bags for vehicles to the local fast food restaurants to hand out to customers along with their meals and also to call the fast food restaurants and ask if we can put the no littering signs up in their window(s).  Mayor Freeman also wants to amend the litter ordinance to include a procedure for tagging and picking up abandoned vehicles.
New Business:  
1.   Introduce Ordinance #2 of 2018 – Backflow Prevention Plan:  Passed with a motion by Corley; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous. 
2.
Introduce Ordinance #3 of 2018 – Solid Waste Disposal – Customer Sewer Maintenance: Passed with a motion by Peterson; seconded by Kennedy. Vote Unanimous. 
3.   Resolution #2 of 2018 – Adopt the Parish-Wide Hazard Mitigation Plan:  Passed with a motion by Darwin; seconded by Kennedy. Vote Unanimous. 
4.   Resolution #3 of 2018 – Surplus Property Sale:  Mayor Freeman asked to be tabled to give more time to research the minimum bids. Passed with a motion by Corley; seconded by Jackson.  Vote unanimous.  
5.   Resolution #4 of 2018 – Apply for Healthy Communities Grant - $10,000.00 for trash cans:  Passed with a motion by Peterson; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous.  
6.    Vote to terminate water sampling services with Cenla and hire Ana-Lab:  Passed with a motion by Corley; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous.
7.  List of permits issued from the Sabine Parish building permit office for the first quarter of 2018:  The list was presented to each council member.
8.    Ask council to help volunteer with the movies at the Theatre:  Mayor Freeman asked the council members to volunteer one Saturday a quarter to help with concessions at the Theatre for the movies and music shows.  Mayor Freeman mentioned that he talked to the symphony from Natchitoches about putting on a concert at the theatre and they were very receptive and said it would probably be next Spring.  Alderwoman Corley mentioned there will be a local documentary film coming to the theatre on the story of Kenneth Harvey.  Mrs. Mary Brocato gave a report on the book nooks, Happy Hours Creative Class at the Depot Art Guild, the upcoming movies and music shows at the Many Community Center, and a fundraiser to help turn the train depot into Many’s Sabine Parish Historical Museum. 
8A. Discussion about the Christmas committee:  Alderwoman Corley asked for more involvement on the Christmas committee and gave an update about this year’s Christmas festival and parade.  Due to a state election this year the date has been set for Saturday, December 22nd. The reception will be a 12:00 and the parade will start at 2:00 followed by children’s activities, vendors, entertainment and fireworks at the Fair Grounds.  There will also be a Christmas movie that night at the Many Community Center.  Meetings are held monthly.  
9.   Reports: Council was presented with the Profit & Loss Performance Budget for March, 2018; the Payables Log for March 2018 with evidence of invoices paid; balanced & reconciled Bank Statements for March 2018; Overtime report through March 2018; Verification of Federal & Louisiana Taxes paid for March 2018; and Verification of Insurance paid for March 2018.   All reports were accepted as written with a motion by   Corley and seconded by Jackson.   Vote unanimous.
10.  Chief’s Report:  Police Chief Freeman presented a report to the Council on activity for the last 30 days for Many Police Department.  Recommendation to hire full-time patrol officer Matthew Cook with an effective date of April 18, 2018.  Passed with a motion by Corley; seconded by Peterson.  Vote unanimous.  Alderman Kennedy asked if we could legally reduce the amounts on the traffic tickets for those that are delinquent so we can possibly get something paid on them instead of nothing at all; Chief Freeman said he agrees with doing that on the speeding tickets and Mayor Freeman asked the Chief to check into it.
11.  Sales Tax Report:  Gay Corley reported a decrease of <4.28%> over March, 2017
12. Tourist Report:  Barbara Peterson resigning as representative for the Town of Many. Mayor Freeman stated that Alderwoman Bobbie Jackson will be the new representative for the Town of Many.  Mrs. Peterson thanked the Mayor for her time that she served on the board.  Mrs. Peterson gave a report from their last meeting stating that an article will be coming out in AAA Magazine about El Camino Real and No Man’s Land; there will be two ladies teaching students about keeping our parish cleaned up; the roses from Hodges Gardens have been moved to Cypress Bend; and, they have a new tour guide. 
13. Economic Development:  James Kennedy explained to the Mayor that he has learned that until the four-lane comes through here it will be hard to get new businesses here.  Mayor Freeman said he will continue to work on it as he has been doing.  
14.
Airport: Mayor Freeman gave a report that he was in D.C. in March and got the Federal FAA to commit to $6,000,000.00 in September to complete the runway extension so jet planes can land out there.  While there, he talked to them about the possibility of putting an industrial park for airports on the property and was told he would have to go through the FAA planning and development out of Austin.  He has contacted them and will set up a meeting with them about what economic development funds are available.  
15. Zoning:  None  
16. Grant Report:  A list of current grants was provided by grant writer Ashley Garcie.  Mayor Freeman stated that he has talked to our engineer about writing grants on our behalf.  
17. Street:  Supervisor Bobby Hughes reported that asphalt work will begin next month.  Mayor Freeman stated that this Summer he wants to get some ditch digging done along with the help of the Police Jury whom has offered to help us.  Mayor Freeman wants to set up a special meeting to talk about drainage issues.  Alderwoman Darwin asked if the trash can be picked up while mowing is being done to prevent the trash being cut up into many pieces. Alderman Kennedy asked if the prisoners could help with picking up trash along the highways; Mayor Freeman said he would talk to the Sheriff. 
18. Animal Control: Bobby Hughes gave a report that he seized 10 pit bulls and has picked up other dogs and also cats and goats.
19. Water:  Mayor Freeman reported that the annual burnout is currently going on and will last a month.
Next scheduled Regular Council Meeting is on May 15, 2018 at 5:15 p.m.
Motion to adjourn meeting at 6:59 p.m. was made by Gay Corley and seconded by Bobbie Jackson.  Vote Unanimous.
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