TOWN OF MANY

April 16, 2019
Regular Session
The Mayor and Aldermen of the Town of Many met in regular session, Tuesday, April 16, 2019, at 5:15 p.m. at Town Hall.  Present were Mayor Ken Freeman, Mayor Pro-Tem James Kennedy, Council Members Gay Corley, Bobbie Jackson, and Mary Brocato.  Anita Darwin joined the meeting late.  Also present were Town Clerk Amie Brown, Police Chief Roger Freeman, Sergeant Stanley Cook, Officer Carla Nicks, Water Superintendent Joshua Darden, Street Supervisor Mike Moore, Grant Writer Jane Hardwick and Animal Control Officer Bobby Hughes.
 
Mayor Freeman called the meeting to order.  Prayer was offered by Gay Corley, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Freeman.
Minutes:  Minutes for March 19, 2019 Regular session meeting was approved as written with a motion by Jackson; seconded by Brocato.  Vote unanimous.  
Alderwoman Anita Darwin joined the meeting at this time.

Amend Agenda:  Mayor Freeman requested to add Bugs Veuleman with Waste Connections as a guest to discuss the garbage contract renewal expiring on 5/30/19, the Warranty Agreement with Cody Rush and Delta Sealcoating Plus as #23, Changing the due dates on all water bills (past due and current) to the 15th of each month to #27, and Approve Motions for LCDGB FY 2020—FY 2021 Program under Grants; Gay Corley requested to add the Community Partners Bi-Annual Briefing as #24, discuss the feel good stories for Congressman Johnson as #25, and discuss contacting Representative Arms about water meters as #26.  Passed unanimously with a motion by Darwin; seconded by Jackson. 
Open to Public Comments relating to items on agenda: None
Guest(s):   Elizabeth Pickett, member of the Methodist Church and on the board of trustees, explained that the church was putting in a water meter for a prayer garden across the street from the sanctuary and for water function activities and asked if the City could consider waiving the minimum rate on water for non-profits.  Mayor Freeman explained that the legislative auditor said 
 we cannot give anything of value away, however, we could set a category at a lower rate but there would still be a minimum charge.  Mayor Freeman suggested that we will investigate further.  Motion was made by Corley to do further research; seconded by Jackson; passed unanimously.  James “Bugs” Veuleman explained the garbage contract renewal expires May 30th of this year; the renewal has an option for a 5 year renewal; the increase has a cap of 5% and is based totally on the CPI; stated that the time is nearing and asked if we wanted an extension.  Mayor Freeman stated that the council asked him last month to research us getting into garbage collection ourselves and the analysis shows if we buy two trucks and trash cans the total cost would be $763,226.00 annually which would be a rate increase to the citizens by $26.83 to $48.92 per month fee but after paying the trucks off the monthly fee would drop by $10.73 to $11.37.  Mayor Freeman asked Mr. Veuleman if he would provide an extension.  Mr. Veuleman said yes he can and would check to see how long of an extension he can get approved for us and would let us know.  Mayor Freeman also stated that we are interested in one day a week pickup with the 96 gallon carts.  Mr. Rodney Schamerhorn, Candidate for State Representative, District 24 addressed the council soliciting their support in the upcoming election.  Ben Barnhill was also present but did not speak.
Old Business:  
1.   Website Design – Information and quote packet from Municode:  Mayor Freeman stated that it would cost $4,600.00 to set it up and $1,800.00 annually.  Motion was made to move forward with the website design by Corley; seconded by Jackson.  Vote Unanimous. 
New Business:  
1.  Resolution #3 of 2019 – Opposition of All Proposed Legislation that Permits the Legislature to Remove the Authority of Local Governments to Administer and Collect Local Sales & Use Taxes:  Passed with a motion to accept by Corley; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous. 

2.
Resolution #4 of 2019 – Accept Grant award of $14,000.00 from DOTD for Airport State Project No. H.013889 to Replace Runway Lights: Passed with a motion to accept by Brocato; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous. 

3.    Resolution #5 of 2019 – Accept Grant award of $913,648.23 and execute any and all documents associated with the project from DOTD for Airport State Project No. 

H.013662 for Runway 12-30 Reconstruction-Phase IIA:  Passed with a motion to accept by Brocato; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous. 
4.  Award bid for Hart Airport Runway 12-30 Reconstruction-Phase IIA – Lowest responsible bidder is Williams Equipment Services, LLC of Anacoco, LA in the amount of $780,446.47:  Passed with a motion to accept by Kennedy; seconded by Brocato. Vote Unanimous. 
5.   Approve lease agreement with Anne Boyens for a community garden at 440 Main St. - $1.00 per annum:  Mayor Freeman explained that we are working with the nursing home residents to plant the garden and to teach children how to plant and can have a community meal with the produce that is grown and since it is too late to plant a Spring garden we will plant a Fall garden instead.  Motion to accept by Darwin; seconded by Brocato. Opposed by Corley.  Motion Carried. 
6.   Award bid for Tractor – Lowest responsible bidder is Weeks Tractor of Natchitoches in the amount of $33,995.00:  Passed with a motion to accept by Corley; seconded by Brocato. Vote Unanimous. 

7.  Vote on court agreement with American Municipal Services (AMS) for debt collection – Tickets:  Passed with a motion to accept by Corley; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous. 
8.  Vote on collection agreement with American Municipal Services (AMS) for debt collection – Utility & Taxes:  Passed with a motion to accept by Brocato; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous. 
9.  Vote to approve Release of Liability for Potential Employee:  Mayor Freeman explained this release is for equipment operators to take out to the Fair Grounds and give them a field test to ensure they can run the equipment prior to hiring them and they would be required to sign this agreement prior to the field test being performed. Passed with a motion to accept by Corley; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous. 
10.  Vote to issue permit for Cody’s Kids Walk on June 29, 2019:  Town Clerk Amie Brown explained that Mrs. Jeanetta Dean requested this permit and the walk is to benefit foster kids and she asked for police escort.  Passed with a motion to accept by Brocato; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous. 
11. List of permits issued from the Sabine Parish building permit office for the first quarter of 2019:  A list of permits issued by the Sabine Parish Building Inspector’s Office was provided to each council member.
  12. Reports: Council was presented with the Profit & Loss Performance Budget for March 2019; the Payables Log for March 2019 with evidence of invoices paid; balanced & reconciled Bank Statements for March 2019; Overtime report through March 2019; Verification of Federal & Louisiana Taxes paid for March 2019; and Verification of Insurance paid for March 2019.   All reports were accepted as written with a motion by Corley and seconded by Jackson.   Vote unanimous. 
 13. Chief’s Report with update on warrants and theft of utilities:  Police Chief Freeman   presented a report to the Council on activity for the last 30 days for Many Police Department.  Chief Freeman stated that two warrants on the theft of utilities have been served.  Mayor Freeman told Chief Freeman to walk over to the attorney’s office tomorrow morning with him on the theft of utilities.  Mayor Freeman explained that a list of bench warrants was provided but it is not complete with the older warrants not added as of yet and he asked that it be completed so it can be turned over to the debt collection company.   a. Recommendation to hire full-time patrol officer Trevor Beason with an effective date of March 22, 2019:  Passed with a motion to accept by Corley; seconded by Jackson. Vote Unanimous. 
14.  Sales Tax Report – Increase of 9.26% over April 2018:  Gay Corley reported. 
15. Tourism Report:  Bobbie Jackson presented the board with a report which included that representatives from the Tourist Commission worked the Bassmaster Classic show in Tennessee and the Acadiana RV, Sport and Boat Show in Lafayette in March; as of April 9th there are 39 lunkers with four being caught in one day on March 20th; Sale on the Trail is coming up on May 3rd and 4th with a lot of excitement being shown over it on social media.  Mayor Freeman also thanked and complemented the crew for working the Trash Bash. 
16.
Cultural and Historical District Report:  Mary Brocato gave a report that they are going to partner with Judge Stephen Beasley this summer to provide free outdoor movies along with refreshments in a community outreach program to show movies on an outdoor screen which will not show at the same time as the free movies going on at the Community Center;  there will be two musical shows in May with one being a South Louisiana Cajun band named Choupique and the other is our first God Bless America 

concert being performed by Willie Stewart Family and Friends with special entertainer Clancey Stewart, the Louisiana and Arkansas State Fiddle Champion, in conjunction with 

Memorial Day to pay tribute to all Sabine Parish veterans.  The concerts will be free to the public thanks to a grant received from the Shreveport Regional Arts Council.  There will also be two music shows in June featuring Brandy Roberts on June 8th and the Tennessee Mafia Jug Band on June 22nd.  There will be no music shows scheduled in July and August.  In September we will have the NSU String Quartet which will also be free thanks to a grant from the Shreveport Regional Arts Council.  The Book Nooks continue to be popular and we are now including audio books and G-rated DVD’s. Carolyn Gandy is in charge of the book nooks. The finishing touches are being done to the Depot for the No Man’s Land Museum and the building will be complete. We are working with the Louisiana State Museum on obtaining items to exhibit.  Father Cook from Alexandria is bringing and donating a mannequin of John Wesley Hardin who was an outlaw in and around No Man’s Land. 
17.
Airport:  Mayor Freeman stated that the grants just approved was to redo the runway and replace the runway lighting; we are back in the Federal Government’s pocket in extending the runway for jet planes to land out there; Mayor Freeman explained that he is really pleased with the progress of the airport and that our airport, for the 5th year in a row, was named the best managed airport for a town our size in the state of Louisiana. 
18. Zoning - Janice McClanahan – 1345 E. Louisiana Ave. – Placement of a used 16x80 mobile home: Town Clerk and Zoning Administrator, Amie Brown, reported that the zoning board met and made a recommendation to accept this application.  Passed with a motion to accept the recommendation by Kennedy; seconded by Darwin. Vote Unanimous. 
19. Grant Report:  Grant Writer Jane Hardwick gave a detailed report to the council on the progress of grants that she has applied for which includes playground equipment at the ballparks, grants for the Fire Department, Police Department, community garden, Museum and the water department.  Ms. Hardwick provided the council with pictures of three pieces of playground equipment to choose from.  Mayor Freeman asked the council to take the pictures and choose which one they like and report back.  Ms. Hardwick provided motions from GNF Management to the council for the LCDBG grant.  Mayor Freeman asked for these motions to be tabled until he can meet with her and understand what the consultant is doing.
20. Street:  Street Supervisor Mike Moore reported that in the last 30 days the street department has installed 7 culverts, been working at the airport, and planting roses.  The department has bought a new truck, mower, a couple blowers, a new tilt trailer for the track hoe and back tires for the side arm.  Mayor Freeman asked where Lites Bros. is at on the road work they owe us and Mr. Moore stated that he met with them last week and Jimmy told him he would get with Danny but he has not heard back from them and they do not answer his calls.  Mayor Freeman instructed Mike to not give them anymore road construction work until they finish the work they owe us.  Mayor Freeman stated there is a company out of Alexandria that has been in town working and we have seen the quality of work they do and they have expressed an interest in our business and we hope they turn in a bid when we put the asphalt out for bid.  Mr. Moore stated that we are waiting on prints from the engineer on the culvert job on West Alabama. 
21. Animal Control:  Animal Control Officer Bobby Hughes reported taking 7 dogs to the shelter and responded to 2 dog bite calls which one turned out to be a scare and not a bite.  
22. Water:  Mayor Freeman stated that Josh passed all three of his water certifications and is doing a good job.  Water Superintendent, Josh Darden, stated that H.I.S. and AT&T are in town working and they are causing water leaks and he is doing his best to keep them off our water lines; he is looking for cheaper prices on budgeted items for the new annual budget. 
23. Warranty Agreement with Cody Rush and Delta Sealcoating Plus:  Mayor Freeman stated that the agreement is for $45,000.00 to fix all of the pot holes at one time and Mike drove around half the town today and counted 250 pot holes.  Mayor Freeman asked the council to take the agreement which was just received today and read it and we will call in a couple days and do a phone poll. 

24. Community Partners Bi-Annual Briefing:  Alderwoman Corley reported that she went to this briefing on April 5th at Fort Polk and it was very informative.  She had an opportunity to speak and tell what is going on in Many and Sabine Parish.  She stated that there is money out there we just need somebody to get out there and help us get it.   She is going to have a meeting with the Garrison Commander and Command Sergeant Major. She asked the council to give her any input they may have for her to talk to them about to.
25. Discuss the Feel Good Stories for Congressman Johnson:  Alderwoman Corley reported that Congressman Johnson asked for feel good stories from Sabine Parish to take back to D.C.  Mrs. Corley stated that she gave him a synopsis of the No Man’s Land Museum and what the Tourist Commission had going on but if there is anything else in the future let her know and she will get them back to Congressman Johnson. Mrs. Corley asked the editor of the JRTC and Fort Polk newspaper if she could enter stories in there and asked could she get a bundle and put in City Hall to which the Mayor okayed. 
26.  Discuss contacting Representative Arms about water meters:  Was not discussed. 
27. Water Payments – Change due dates on all bills (past due and current) to the 15th of each month:  Mayor Freeman stated that our Utility Clerk asked that due to confusion for the customers could we change both the past due and current bills due date to the 15th of each month.  Passed with a motion to accept by Kennedy; seconded by Brocato. Vote Unanimous. 
Next scheduled Regular Council Meeting is on May 21, 2019 at 5:15 p.m.
Motion to adjourn meeting at 7:18 PM was made by Gay Corley and seconded by James Kennedy.  Vote Unanimous.
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Kenneth Freeman, Mayor
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